
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Day Ceremony Highlighted by Ceremonial Transfer of State 
Veterans Home to DVS 

Management of the State Veterans Home in Truth or Consequences was ceremoniously 
transferred from the New Mexico Department of Health (DOH) to the New Mexico 
Department of Veterans Services (DVS) at a special Veterans Day Ceremony at the 
facility on November 11. 
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DVS Secretary Jack Fox (at right) accepts a DVS flag 
from General Services Division (GSD) Secretary Ed 
Burckle and DOH Secretary Lynn Gallagher to 
symbolize the transfer of New Mexico’s only state 
veterans home from DOH to DVS. 

Before a large crowd of local veterans and residents of 
the home, DVS Secretary Fox praised Secretary 
Gallagher and her entire DOH team for providing 
excellent care for elderly veterans needing permanent 
long-term assisted living care. DOH had been managing 
the facility ever since it was opened in 1985. He said the 
transition means the home will now be under the care of 
an agency exclusively dedicated to helping veterans. 

 
“Our only mission is caring for veterans and their 
families. That’s our mandate--that’s the only thing we 
do,” said Secretary Fox during his remarks from the 

podium. “We are honored and look forward to caring for New Mexico’s veterans needing help in their 
twilight years. We will do everything we can to provide the care they’ve earned through their earlier 
service for our country.” 

 
The official transition actually took place on July 1 after 
a bill proposing the transition, drafted with the strong 
support of Governor Susana Martinez, DVS, DOH, and 
the General Services Department (GSD), was 
unanimously passed during the 2017 Legislative 
Session. The idea behind the bill was to better align 
state and federal resources to streamline the 
assistance process for veterans and their families. 

 
The home, situated on sixteen picturesque acres in 
Truth or Consequences, provides long term, 
sub-acute, memory care, and assisted living care for 
any honorably discharged veteran, their spouses, or parents of veterans killed in combat action. The 
facility offers 135 nursing home and 10 assisted living beds. The main facility opened in 1937 as the 
Carrie Tingley Hospital for Crippled Children. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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The ceremony also marked the grand opening of a $23 million, 59-bed Memory & Long Term 
Assisted Care wing (photos below). The 68,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility features a 39-bed 
long-term memory care unit, a 20-bed skilled nursing unit, a new rehabilitation section for inpatient and 
outpatient services, and a new therapy pool heated by water supplied from a natural thermal spring. 

 
After a ribbon cutting by the three cabinet secretaries at the front door of the new wing, the public was 
invited to tour the new facility. 

 
Any honorably-discharged military veteran, their widows, or parents of service members killed in combat 
action are eligible for residency at the New Mexico State Veterans Home. Payment is on a sliding scale 
and is based on a number of factors. For more information about the New Mexico State Veterans Home, 
contact DVS Public Information Officer Ray Seva at ray.se va @ sta te.n m.u s  
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In addition to the State Veterans Home Transition 
Ceremony in Truth or Consequences (front page of 
newsletter), Veterans Day 2017 was celebrated in 
ceremonies and events throughout New Mexico on 
Saturday, November 11—and in some cases, earlier in 
the week. 

 
At the State Veterans Home and prior to the transition 
portion of the ceremony, New Mexico Department of 
Veterans Services Secretary Jack Fox thanked veterans 
for their service to our country (left photo). 

 
“Every day should really be Veterans Day in America,” 

said Secretary Fox. “Think about it: We would not be free today if it weren’t for the men and women who 
have served our country as members of the United States Armed Forces. We should thank our veterans 
every day for their sacrifice to keep us free and safe.” 

 
Secretary Fox’s sentiments were echoed at ceremonies and events throughout the state. In the following 
pages, the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services is proud to share images from these 
ceremonies—courtesy of photos and information provided to The Guardian by proud veterans and 
sponsoring agencies of these events. 

 

Albuquerque (New Mexico Veterans Memorial) 
 

  
LEFT PHOTO: Kirtland Airmen parade the 50 state flags at the Veterans Day Ceremony in 
Albuquerque at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial. 

 
RIGHT PHOTO: USAF Maj. Gen. Matthew Molloy, Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center 
Commander, administers the Enlistment Oath to new Army recruits at the Albuquerque Veterans Day 
Ceremony at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial .(photos courtesy of: KAFB Nucleus) 

Veterans Day Celebrated in 
Communities Throughout New Mexico 
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LEFT PHOTO: The crowd at the Veterans Day Ceremony in Albuquerque at the New Mexico 
Veterans Memorial surrounds Thomas Begay—a WWII Marine veteran and former Navajo Code Talker 
who saw extensive combat action at Iwo Jima. More than two hundred people attended the ceremony, 
where past, present and future veterans were honored. (photo courtesy: KAFB Nucleus) 

 
RIGHT PHOTO: Also honored at the Veterans Day Ceremony in Albuquerque at the New Mexico 
Veterans Memorial were (from left to right): American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. members JoAnn Zembiec 
(mother of USMC Douglas Zembiec—KIA on 5/11/07 in Iraq), Pat Merville (mother of U.S. Army SPC 
Christopher Merville—KIA on 10/12/04 in Iraq), and Joyce Montoya (mother of U.S. Army SFC Matthew 
McClintock—KIA on 1/5/16 in Afghanistan). (photo courtesy: Pat Merville/President, American Gold Star 
Mothers, Inc.--Dept. of New Mexico) 

 

 
Albuquerque (South Valley) 

Albuquerque 
(Univ. of New Mexico) 

 

  
LEFT PHOTO: Acclaimed bugler Alfred “ Al” Bourguet (center of photo/to the right of the Flag, in 
red sleeves) had the honor or rendering Taps at the Eighth Annual South Valley Veterans Appreciation 
Dinner hosted by Bernalillo County Commissioner Steven Michael Quezada and the Westside 
Community Center at the center on November 9.  (photo courtesy: Catherine R. Lopez/Communication 
Services Department, Bernalillo County) 

 
RIGHT PHOTO: DVS Veterans Education Program Manager Marilyn Dykman (2nd from left) helps cut 
the ribbon to open the University of New Mexico Veterans Resource Center on November 10. Assisting 
her with the cutting is (from L to R) UNM Acting Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Craig White, UNM Board of Regents Member Lt. Gen. Bradley C. Hosmer (USAF-Ret.), and Student 
Veterans of UNM President Eliberto Calderon. (photo courtesy: Mandy Dykman) 
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Angel Fire 
 

 
LEFT PHOTO: The Vietnam Veterans of American/Northern New Mexi- 
co Chapter 1063 Color Guard had the honor of Posting the Colors at the 
Veterans Day Ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Angel Fire. 
(photo courtesy: Mary Cousler/Vietnam Veterans Memorial Staff) 

 
RIGHT PHOTO: New Mexico Department of Veterans Services (DVS) Director of Cemeteries and 
Monuments—and Double Purple Heart Recipient—Tom Wagner served as Master of Ceremonies for this 
year’s annual ceremony at the picturesque monument, which on July 1 was transferred from the State 
Parks Division to DVS. (photo courtesy: Rich Coffel/DVS Director of the Veterans Business Outreach 
Center) 

Carlsbad 

  
LEFT PHOTO: Carlsbad Mayor Dale Janway (at podium) presents a plaque inducting 
Congressional Medal Honor Recipient and former Army SGT Alejandro Ruiz into the Carlsbad Hall of 
Fame at a Veterans Day ceremony. Accepting the award are Ruiz's daughter, Celia, her husband, Michael 
Palomino, and their great-grandson, Emiliano Palomino. (photo courtesy: Kyle Marksteiner) 

 
RIGHT PHOTO: SGT Ruiz, a native of Loving, NM, enlisted with the Marines in Carlsbad. On April 
28, 1945 in Okinawa and armed with a single automatic rifle, he charged a heavily fortified Japanese 
bunker which had pinned down his unit. Under heavy machine gun and grenade fire, SGT Ruiz made two 
separate “runs”, eventually killing all 12 Japanese soldiers. He was presented with the Medal of Honor— 
our nation’s highest combat award--by President Harry Truman on June 26, 1946. SGT Ruiz passed away  
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